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OPENING REMARKS
Joanna Allison, Esq.
Executive Director, VLP 

DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDS
Presented by Cindy Palmquist, Esq.
Managing Director, VLP

GIDEON'S TRUMPET AWARD
Presented by Hon. Edward M. Ginsburg (Ret.) 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Maura Healey, Massachusetts Attorney General
Introduction by BBA President, Chinh Pham, Esq.

MESSAGE FROM VLP BOARD
Andrew Cohn, Esq. 
Chair, VLP Board of Directors
Introduction by Joanna Allison, Esq.

Q&A WITH MAYBELLE BLAIR
Introduction by Joanna Allison, Esq.

THANK YOU 
William Roberts, Esq.
Vice-Chair, VLP Board of Directors

CLOSING REMARKS

PROGRAM







AWARD
DESCRIPTIONS

GIDEON’S TRUMPET AWARD
The Gideon’s Trumpet Award was established in 2003 to

honor the outstanding work of a member of the pro bono


panel of VLP’s Senior Partners for Justice project. The award

is named after the book Gideon’s Trumpet by Anthony Lewis,

which chronicles the establishment of the right to counsel in

criminal cases at all levels of the American judicial system.


The award honors those striving to provide similar access to

justice in civil matters.



DENIS MAGUIRE PRO BONO AWARD

Denis Maguire, who served as the treasurer of both the

Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP) and Boston Bar Association,


personified the commitment to public interest for which
Boston lawyers are noted. VLP established the Denis Maguire


Pro Bono Award in 1989 to honor the work of outstanding

members of its pro bono panel and to commemorate Denis


Maguire’s commitment to VLP and access to justice through

pro bono efforts.



DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDS

ALEXANDRA ROMAN, ESQ.

During law school I did an internship with VLP and
really appreciated the culture and dedication that
everyone there had. It’s great working with people
who truly want to help others. It has given me the
opportunity to help so many more people than I
would have been able to with my office alone. 

THE RELIEF AND GRATITUDE THAT CLIENTS EXPRESSED FOR THE

WORK I WAS ABLE TO DO HAS STUCK WITH ME. I HOPE I’VE BEEN

ABLE TO HELP MAKE A STRESSFUL TIME IN THEIR LIVES A LITTLE

EASIER. I’D REALLY LIKE TO THANK THE WHOLE LANDLORD TEAM

FOR BEING SUCH A GREAT GROUP TO WORK WITH AND FOR CARING

SO MUCH ABOUT OUR CLIENTS.

IT'S A PRIVILEGE TO WORK ALONGSIDE THE DEDICATED AND

HARDWORKING PROFESSIONALS AT VLP TO ADVANCE SUCH A

WONDERFUL CAUSE. BEING AFFILIATED WITH THIS ORGANIZATION

HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCES I’VE HAD

IN MY CAREER.

ANTHONY CZAR, ESQ
My pro bono work has enriched my life personally
and professionally. It has made me not only a
better attorney, but a better person. It has also
allowed me to show my children that helping
others and being a good citizen is very important
and that when we use our talents to make a
positive impact, we’re a success in life. Each client 

has been a gift to me to be more tolerant, empathetic, and has made me
more knowledgeable about different cultures. It’s an honor to work with
inspiring and resilient clients to help improve their lives or at least their
present circumstances.  



DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDS

WILMERHALE

WilmerHale is most proud to support The

Lawyer for a Day Clinic. This clinic is one of

the rare opportunities to see a nearly

instantaneous positive impact from your

volunteer efforts. Clients enter an unfamiliar

environment, facing the prospect of losing

one of their most fundamental rights, and

are forced to navigate a convoluted process

where the deck is often stacked against

them. To have VLP staff and volunteer

lawyers in their corner—whether 

“I TELL MOST NEW ASSOCIATES AT THE

FIRM THAT THE LAWYER FOR A DAY

CLINIC IS ONE OF THE BEST

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET VALUABLE

AND GRATIFYING EXPERIENCES EARLY

IN YOUR CAREER WHILE DEVELOPING

IMPORTANT PROFESSIONAL SKILLS.  AS

A FIRST, SECOND-, OR THIRD-YEAR

ASSOCIATE, THE OPPORTUNITIES TO

ENGAGE IN CLIENT COUNSELING,

NEGOTIATIONS WITH OPPOSING

COUNSEL, ARGUE MOTIONS AT A

HEARING, OR CONDUCT A FULL-SCALE 

negotiating with opposing counsel, arguing for their interests in court, or

just listening to their story—is invaluable to the clients. The dedicated and

knowledgeable VLP staff ensure that both the administrative and legal

service aspects of the clinics are clear, efficient, and grounded in best

practice

TRIAL ARE RARE. THE LAWYER FOR A DAY CLINIC OFFERS ALL

THESE OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPOSES YOUNG ASSOCIATES TO ONE

OF THE MOST IMPORTANT SKILLS FOR A NEW LAWYER—FEELING

COMFORTABLE IN AN UNFAMILIAR SETTING.” 
                                                        - WILMERHALE COUNSEL YAVOR NECHEV 

Anne Bowie, Public Service Manager,

accepts the award on behalf of WilmerHale.



GIDEON'S TRUMPET AWARD

SHARON TOFFLER, ESQ
The best part about pro bono
work is when you have worked
through a difficult case with a
client, and at the end they say
“thank you”, and you know they
mean it. You understand that you
and the VLP team have made a
positive impact on their life and
hopefully have given them
strength to face the challenging
moments ahead. 

I feel that I have helped many pro
bono clients stabilize their family
situation, whether it be by
obtaining child support for a
custodial parent or securing
overnight parenting time for a
non-custodial parent.  

Clients are often confused and intimidated by the legal system. They are
grateful for and feel more confident because of the advice and assistance
we provide. In addition to volunteering with the VLP Suffolk Family Law
Clinic, I volunteer with Veterans Legal Services. My pro bono work has had
a meaningful impact on my life. After working for corporate clients for
many years, I find I really enjoy working with individuals, and helping them
during what are very difficult times in their lives.

VLP HAS DONE AN INCREDIBLE JOB DURING COVID, FINDING A WAY
TO RUN THE CLINICS AND REPRESENT CLIENTS ON ZOOM. I’M HAPPY
TO SEE VLP HAS RECENTLY ADOPTED A HYBRID FORMAT WITH IN-
PERSON CLINICS EVERY OTHER WEEK. 









MAURA HEALEY
MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY GENERAL

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

ince January 2015, 

HEALEY HAS ALSO GAINED

NATIONAL PROMINENCE FOR HER

LEADERSHIP IN COMBATTING THE

STATE’S OPIOID EPIDEMIC,

INCLUDING EXPANDING

ADDICTION PREVENTION

TRAINING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

HEALEY IS A GRADUATE OF

HARVARD COLLEGE AND

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF LAW.

S
Maura Healey has served 
as the Attorney General of

Massachusetts, leading the

People’s Law Firm in the

fight for fairness and

equality. Since assuming

office, Healey has focused

on expanding economic

opportunity by addressing

rising energy and health

care costs, tackling student

loan debt, and ensuring fair

treatment for workers and

a level playing field for

businesses. 





GUEST
SPEAKER
MAYBELLE BLAIR

FORMER PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL PLAYER

Maybelle Blair is a former

pitcher who played in 1948

for the All American Girls

Professional Baseball League

made famous by the movie

“A League of Their Own”.

She also played in the

National Women's Softball

League in Chicago in the early

1950s. After baseball, she

worked for Northrup Aircraft

where she became the first

female manager of

transportation. She travels the

United States speaking on

behalf of women's baseball.

She's been featured on CBS

Sunday Morning, Good

Morning America, honored at

Fenway Park in Boston,

Wrigley Field in Chicago, both

Angel Stadium and Dodger

Stadium in Los Angeles.

MAYBELLE IS AN AMBASSADOR FOR BOSTON

RED SOX WOMEN'S FANTASY CAMP, BASEBALL

FOR ALL, INC., A FOUNDING BOARD MEMBER OF

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S BASEBALL

CENTER, INC. AND THE INSPIRATION BEHIND

THE NEW PRIME VIDEO TELEVISION SERIES "A

LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN".









SPECIAL THANKS
2022 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT SPONSORS



Presenting

Ropes & Gray LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP



Platinum

Kirkland & Ellis LLP



Gold
Anonymous Sponsor
Brown Rudnick LLP

Goodwin Procter LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and Affiliates



Silver
Casner & Edwards LLP

Foley Hoag LLP
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation



Bronze

Anderson & Kreiger LLP
Joanna Allison, Esq.



Small Business Supporters
Leonard, Mulherin & Greene
Pillar Search & Consulting

The Village Bank



Thank you to all our partners and supporters!



SPECIAL
APPRECIATION

VLP Board of Directors

Andrew H. Cohn, Esq., Chair
William Roberts, Esq., Vice-Chair

Josephine McNeil, Esq., Co-Treasurer
Carla Reeves, Esq., Co-Treasurer



Hantzley Audate

Deborah Hill Bornheimer, Esq.
Christopher Clark, Esq.

Lee Myers Duncan
Brian Dunphy, Esq.

Richard Ferguson, CPA
Joseph M. Kaigler, Sr., Esq.

Sarah Kelly, Esq.
Daphne Lopes

Deeqo Jibril
Juanita McKoy, Jr.

Mary Moore
Michael J. Pappone, Esq.

David Pearson
Sarah Beigbeder Petty, Esq.

Steven D. Pohl, Esq.
Xena Robinson, Esq.
Stuart Rossman, Esq.

Suzanne Small
Albert W. Wallis, Esq.






VLP STAFF

Joanna Allison, Esq.
Executive Director



April Jones

Director of Finance & Operations



Zalima Oliver
Director of People & Culture



Cindy Palmquist, Esq.

Managing Director



Barbara Siegel, Esq.
Director of Compliance &


Technology
Senior Partners for Justice Project


Manager



Emelia Andres
Pro Bono Manager 



Rosana Arriaza

Bilingual Administrative 
Assistant



Monique Aziza, Esq.
HILA Staff Attorney



Grace Brockmeyer, Esq.

Staff Attorney

Yesenia Carrion
HILA Landlord Project


Coordinator



Laura Castro Atehortua
HILA Bilingual Paralegal



Edo Chorm

HILA Marketing & Education
Manager



Maya Chrobot

Multi-Unit Paralegal



Sovannseila Chuop
HILA Paralegal



Alana Clark, Esq. 

Staff Attorney



Makayla Connor
Employment & Consumer


Paralegal



Adrián Coss
Consumer & Bankruptcy


Paralegal



Elaine Dias
Bilingual Paralegal



VLP STAFF
Mary Nee

Staff Attorney



Chris Neighbours
Call Center Manager



Danelia Ramirez Aguilar

Bilingual Pro Bono Assistant



Steve Russo, Esq.
Staff Attorney



Aidelena Sanchez

HILA Bilingual Paralegal



Yewellyn Sanchez
Bilingual Intake Specialist



Caitlyn Treem, Esq. 

Staff Attorney



Lurenne Velazquez Carrasquillo
Bilingual Intake Specialist



Kevin Walsh, Esq.

HILA Staff Attorney



Kenji Yacsavilca
Operations & Technology
Administrative Assistant



Ilana Zeltser

Finance & Operations Manager

Jennifer Ferrer
HILA Bilingual Paralegal



Krystal Finklea

Bilingual Intake Specialist



Geraldine Gruvis-Pizarro, Esq.
Supervising Attorney



Colin Harnsgate, Esq.
Senior Staff Attorney



Rochelle Jones, Esq.

Staff Attorney



Camille Kerwin
DotHouse & Wills 

Paralegal



Ilene Klein, Esq.
Part-Time Staff Attorney



Natasha Lewis, Esq.

Call Center 
Supervising Attorney



Rafael Martín-Navas

Bilingual Intake Specialist



Elizabeth Mason, Esq.
Staff Attorney



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Amazon Smile & Anonymous Donors

Anderson & Kreiger LLP
Barton Gilman LLP

Benevity Community Impact Fund
Boston Bar Foundation

Brown Rudnick
Casner Edwards

Conn Kavanaugh Rosenthal Peisch & Ford LLP
Dechert LLP

Drizly
Eastern Bank

Edward Jones Trust
Foley Hoag LLP
Goodwin Procter

Jewish Community Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Leonard, Mulherin & Greene P.C.
Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation

Mintz Levin
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP

Ontra
Pillar Search & Consulting

Robins Kaplan LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP

RSM Boston Foundation
Santander Bank

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Seyfarth Shaw Charitable Foundation

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
The Village Bank

The Well Coffee House
Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.

United Way of Rhode Island
WilmerHale

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation



Leland Adams, Jr.
Joanna Allison

Anonymous Donors
Timothy Bancroft

Yonathan Bard
Carol Barriger

Sarah Beigbeder Petty
Arlene Bernstein
Stephanie Biggs

Peter Bilowz
Deborah Bornheimer
Emma Borzekowski

Stephanie Bruce
Emily Brunner

Irene Burns
Nicole Cabrera
Frances Carney

Charlie Casartello
Rachel Chunnha
Christopher Clark
Rebecca Cohen
Andrew Cohn

Catherine Conneely
Mary Connolly

Jill Crockett
Susan Daly

Douglas Denny-Brown
Regina Dugan
Brian Dunphy

Katherine Dyson

Buchanan Ewing
Martin Fantozzi

Hon. Joan Feeney (Ret.)
Ellen Feldman

Richard Ferguson
David & Vinita Ferrera

Henry Finch
Ann Fitzgerald

Reg & Barbie Foster
Donald Fournier
Gregory French
Brendan Furey
Bill Gabovitch

Soren Gabrielsen
Theresa Gaffney

Joel Gardiner
Deborah Gardner

Susan Gedrick
Brian Gilmore

Hon. Edward Ginsburg (Ret.)
Margarette Grandoit
Steven Greenzang

Jonathan Guest
Robert Hernandez

Erin Higgins
Michael & Ingrid Hillinger

William Horne
Kevin Hughe

Linda Illig
Lisa Jacobson



Emily Jarrell
Brian Jerome

Joseph Kaigler, Sr.
Sarah Kelly

Mary Keohan
Maribeth Khedmaty

Michael Kibler
Peter Kochansky

Martha Koster
Richard Kream

Raymond Kwasnick
Heather Leary

Mary Lee
Martha Lopez

Christine Mangan
Harry Margolis
Anthony Martin

Mark Mason
Rachael Mccarthy
Richard McCarthy
Kathleen McGrath
Juanita McKoy, Jr. 
Josephine McNeil

Lee Meyers Duncan
Alan Minuskin

Kathleen Morris
Samuel Moskowitz

Yugo Nakai
Stephanie Neely
Haiyen Nguyen

Arlene O'Connor
Sarah O'Toole
Melissa Oberg

Willard Ogburn
Daniel Ossoff

Cindy Palmquist
Michael Pappone

Michael Paris
William Patton
Susan Pereira
Julia Peyton
Steven Pohl

Scott Pomfret
Karen Quandt
Carla Reeves

Kenneth Reich
Lynne Riley

William Roberts
Gretchen Passe Roin

Stuart Rossman
Mary Ryan

David Sacks
Nancy Samiljan Berg

Ernest Sarason
Adriana Schick

Jan Shepard
Amy Siegel

Barbara Sigel
Jose Sierra

Suzanne Small



THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF VLP!

Eileen Sorrentino
Charles Steenburg

Robert & Judith Terry
Barbara Theberge

Paul Tremblay
Bruce Tribush

John Vargo
Hilary Vaught
Anwar Wahab
Albert Wallis
Jane Walsh

Sande Weiskopf
Martha Williams

Jaime Winchenbach
Joanne Winchenbach

Toni Wolfman
Tamara Wolfson

Lynne Xerras
Christine Yurgelun
Judith Zassenhaus

Ilana Zeltser



THANK YOU TO

OUR


DEDICATED

VOLUNTEERS!




Matthew Adams
Jacob Daniel Addelson, Esq. 

John M. Allen, Esq.
Raghad AlShunaiber
Sanjana Anantapur

Nickolas Andreacchi, Esq.
Shealyn C. Anthony
Savanna Arral, Esq.

Tristan Axelrod
Faria Azim

Tasha J. Bahal, Esq.
 Matthew Bailey

 Jessica Barton Davis, Esq.
Dick Bauer

 Nicole Beggiani, Esq.
Stephanie Berdik, Esq.

Nicholas Bergara
Anne L. Berger, Esq.
Katelyn Bernier, Esq. 
Krystle Bernier, Esq.

Lisa Bernt
 Roger Bertling, Esq.

Ritika Bhakhri
Stephanie Biggs, Esq.

 Austin J. Birch
Erin Boisvert, Esq.

Adrian Enrique Bonilla
Nicholas D. Bortz, Esq.

Anna Bottrell
Stephen J. Brake

Luke Breckenridge, Esq.
Alesha Brereton
Andrea Briscoe

Sofia Brooks, Esq.
Morgan Brown, Esq.

Tristan Brown
Julian Burlando

 Ruoya Burns, Esq.
Stephanie Campos

 Frances Ann Carney, Esq.






 Brendan J. Chaisson, Esq.
Jeanne Charn

Catherine Choi
Colin Churchill, Esq.

Ami Clifford
Steven M. Cohen, Esq.

Dana Cohen
Luke Colle

Timothy A. Cook
Maria Cosm

 Jesse R. Coulon
Kim Crowley, Esq.

Kyle Cullen
Anthony M. Czar, Esq.

Patrick J. Daly, Esq.
Angelo D'Amato

Andrew J. Danford, Esq.
Phoebe Dantoin, Esq.

Erika Dennery
Maureen Jones Devine

Jenelle DeVits, Esq.
Kelly M. DiSantis, Esq.

Brendan Doherty
Maria Angelica Dorney

Jordana A. Douglas, Esq.
 Stuart V.C. Duncan Smith, Esq.

Ezra D. Dunkle-Polier, Esq.
Kaela Dunn

Shari Dwoskin, Esq.
Michael Endick

Matthew William Engellenner, Esq.
Joan Feeney

David Ferrera, Esq.
Daniel E. Fine

Gianmarco Fongaro
 Annamarie Catherine Forestiere, Esq.

Andrew Fosque, Esq.
Sarah Frazier
Paul Friedman

 Jillian Friedmann, Esq.
Alexander D. Fung
Rachel Gants, Esq.
Erin K. Garrity, Esq.

Kaitlyn Gauck
Kevin W. Gaughen, Jr.

Louisa Gibbs, Esq.
Hon. Edward M. Ginsburg (Ret.)

Hannah Glass, Esq.
Benjamin Golden, Esq.

David Goldman
Daniel Goodrich, Esq.

Aaron Gordon
Christopher Gravallese

Anastasia Greenberg, Esq.
 Benjamin M. Greene, Esq.

Steven Greenzang, Esq.
Amit Gulati

Olivia Gutfreund
Nina Hake

Julius Halstead, Esq.



Chris Hampson, Esq.
Kelley Han

Cece Hansen
Elese Erin Hanson, Esq.

Ted Hasen
Jill Havens

Craig Hilts, Esq.
Emily J. Holt
Chaoyi Hou

John W. Howard, Esq.
Philip M. Howe, Esq.

Scott Hubbell
Maegan Hurley, Esq.

K.P. Ifediba
Shilpa Iyyer, Esq.

Lauren Jackson, Esq.
Aric Jain, Esq.
Dylan Jarvis

Claudia Jocelyne Kokaz Muslu, Esq.
Sharon V. Jones, Esq.
Timothy Jones, Esq.

Hajjah Kamara
Alexis Kaplan, Esq.

Nicole Karatzas
Geraldine Karonis, Esq.

Chaz Kelsh
Joseph Kent

David Kete, Esq.
Yasemin Khakian

Anuj Khetarpal, Esq.

Katherine P. Kieckhafer
Bethany Kooy

Mason Kortz, Esq.
Nathan Kosik-Desmond
Nathaniel Koslof, Esq.

Brian B. Kydd
Anthony Joseph LaPlaca, Esq.

Donald R. Lassman
 Rachel M. Lehman

Mariana Leite
Kate A. Leonard, Esq.

Sarah Li 
Amy L. Lipman-White, Esq.
Sara A. Lonks Wong, Esq.

Alex Loomis
Hailey Lovett

Eunice Machado Pais
Kaho Maeda

Mayra Mammana
Julie Martin, Esq.

Mary Martin
Dominic Massa, Esq.

Cynthia T. Mazareas, Esq.
Meredith A. McCaffrey, Esq.

Julia McDonald
Leigh McLaughlin
Allison Mctague

JoAnne McTiernan, Esq.
Wendy M. Mead, Esq.

Raffi A. Melanson, Esq.



.
Katy Meszaros

Catherine Michaels
Karyn Michela

Rebecca Michelson
Andrew Miller

Elizabeth Miller
Katherine Miller

Kline Moore
Shannon Moor

Evelyn Venables Moreno, Esq.
John Morrissey, Esq.

Ryan Moser
Joanne Moses, Esq.
Helene Moukarzel

Daniel Murphy, Esq.
David Murphy, Esq.
Yavor Nechev, Esq.

Shannon Marie Nelson
Kathleen Nichols

Elizabeth F. O'Boyle, Esq.
Abbye K. Ognibene, Esq.

Cara O'Hanlon
Ifeanyi Okeke

Francis X. Olivieri, Esq.
Jeffrey Olshan, Esq.

Ted Papadopoulos, Esq.
Jaeyeon Park

Nina Parker, Esq.
Disha Patel

Desiree M Pelletier

Julia C. Peyton, Esq.
Jordan Pino
Tamar Pinto

Cristian Piraneque
Nora E. Pou, Esq.

Joel Quick
Kyle Patrick Rainey
Isabella Randazzo 
Jacob Rauer, Esq.

Kenneth A. Reich, Esq.
Lei Reilley, Esq.

Lea Rigoutat
Joseph M. Robinson, Jr.

Andrea Robinson
Alexandra Danielle Roman, Esq.

Liam Ronan
Ryan Rosenblatt, Esq.

Alexa L Rosenbloom, Esq.
Lou D. Saban, Esq.

Robert Sable
Christopher Saccardi, Esq.

Ashley Sammann
Ernie Sarason, Esq.

Scott Schaeffer
Alessandra Schianchi

Brandon Schneider
Catherine M. Scott, Esq.

Nicole Seltzer
Maryam Seyfollahi

Daniel H. Shainker, Esq.



 . Harrison Shecter
Adam T. Sherwin, Esq.
Abigail D. Skinner, Esq.

Robert Skinner, Esq.
Anna Smith
Mariel Smith

Sharyn T. Sooho, Esq.
Sage Spalter

Marsha Springette, Esq.
Meredith Sterritt
Garielle Strasser

Alison Strongwater
Tim Davis Syrett, Esq.
Carine Tamasang, Esq.

Mary Tatra
Michael Tejada, Esq.

Vinay V. Thakur
Aysha Thompson

Sharon L. Toffler, Esq.

Ryan Tompkins, Esq.
Jhordanne Lynnsey

Trout-Williamson, Esq.
Laura Unflat, Esq.

William Valletta, Esq.
Lauren Vandemortel
Andrew Varshavsky

Jacqueline Vieira
Malvika Wadhawan

Zach Weinstein
Howard Weiss, Esq.
Daniel Willey, Esq.
Margaret Wilson
Jared Wimberly

Monika A. Wirtz, Esq.
Matthew Wishnoff
Melissa Woodward

Liting Zeng




