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PROGRAM

OPENING REMARKS
Joanna Allison, Esq., Executive Director, VLP

MESSAGE FROM VLP BOARD
William (Rob) Roberts, Esq., Chair, VLP Board of Directors
Introduction by Joanna Allison, Esq.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Rontear Pendleton, Esq., Deputy Attorney General
Introduction by Boston Bar Council President
Matthew McTygue, Esq.

JUDGE EDWARD M. GINSBURG
GIDEON’S TRUMPET AWARD
Presented by Hon. David Sacks, (Ret.)

DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDS

Presented by Natasha Lewis Esq., Economic Fairness and Call
Center Supervising Attorney and Rochelle Jones Esq., Housing
and Appeals Supervising Attorney

THANK YOU, CLOSING REMARKS
Joanna Allison, Esq.



OPENING REMARKS

To our Volunteers, Event Sponsors, VLP Staff, Interns,
Interpreters, and VLP Community,

It is with deep admiration and appreciation that we

celebrate you this evening. Your commitment to Volunteer
Lawyers Project manifests your commitment to our clients
and our community. Together, united for the greater good,

through the support of our VLP community we are able to address challenges and uplift our
community. Our success would not be possible without each person that comes together to
support our clients, providing clients quality representation, whether they face homelessness,
loss of property, loss of income, suffocating debt, the need for guardianship of a disabled
family member, or any number of issues our clients.

Thank you for caring, thank you for answering the call to pro bono commitment, and thank
you for answering our calls.

Gratefully,

Joanna Allison, Esq.
VLP Executive Director






AWARD
DESCRIPTIONS

JUDGE EDWARD M. GINSBURG

GIDEON’S TRUMPET AWARD
The Judge Edward M. Ginsburg Gideon’s Trumpet Award was

established in 2003 to honor the outstanding work of a member
of the pro bono panel. The late Judge Edward Ginsburg, who
founded Seniors Partners for Justice, named the award after the
book Gideon’s Trumpet by Anthony Lewis, which chronicles the
establishment of the right to counsel in criminal cases at all levels
of the American judicial system. The award honors those striving
to provide similar access to justice in civil matters.

DENIS MAGUIRE PRO BONO AWARD
Denis Maguire, who served as the treasurer of both the

Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP) and Boston Bar
Association, personified the commitment to public interest for
which Boston lawyers are noted. VLP established the Denis

Maguire Pro Bono Award in 1989 to honor the work of
outstanding members of its pro bono panel and to
commemorate Denis Maguire’s commitment to VLP and
access to justice through pro bono efforts.






KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

Rontear Pendleton is currently the Deputy
Attorney General at the Massachusetts Attorney
General’s Office. Prior to returning the Office
Ms. Pendleton was the General Counsel at the
Department of Labor Standard (DLS) where she
served as the Chief Legal Advisor for the
agency. Before transitioning to DLS she was the
Grand Jury Director and an Assistant Attorney
General for the Massachusetts Attorney
General’s Office where she managed the day-
to-day operations of the Special Grand Jury while investigating and prosecuting
criminal matters on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Prior to
relocating to Boston, Massachusetts, Ms. Pendleton was an Assistant District
Attorney and the Deputy Division Chief of the Felony Family Violence Division at
the Dallas County District Attorney’s Office in Dallas, Texas, where she supervised
misdemeanor and felony family violence prosecutors. During her tenure, she
prosecuted over one hundred criminal offenses, including but not limited to,
murder, kidnapping, robbery and various assaults. Ms. Pendleton is an alumna of
the University of Massachusetts, Boston and Thurgood Marshall School of Law.
She is dual licensed in the State of Texas and The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. She is a member of the Massachusetts Black Lawyers
Association, Boston Bar Association, Women’s Bar Association, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., and volunteer for the Boys & Girls Club, Ready to Work Initiative.
She serves as faculty for the National Association of Attorney Generals Training
and the University of Massachusetts.






2024 JUDGE EDWARD M.
GINSBURG GIDEON'S
TRUMPET AWARD

“When in doubt, do
the right thing.”

- Patrick J. Daly,
ESQ.

Patrick has been volunteering at Volunteer Lawyers
Project for over 25 years, most recently helping clients
prepare Wills, Powers of Attorney, Health Care Proxies
and related documents. Since moving to Boston in the
1960s for college, Patrick has contributed greatly to the
legal community in the area and impacted the lives of
many. Patrick credits Judge Ginsburg for inspiring him to
volunteer at VLP, “The leadership shown by Meg
Connolly and by Judge Ginsburg impressed upon me how
my legal skill and experience could prove invaluable to
people within the City of Boston.” Patrick shares that the
impact of his volunteering at VLP is two-fold:
professionally, he can apply his legal training to help
clients who may be otherwise overlooked; and personally,
he feels rewarded assisting people who are truly in need
and may not have access to the fundamental legal
services that we all deserve. Patrick has done just that-
since he started volunteering at VLP he has taken on
more than 90 cases and made a great impact

in the lives of many. When he's not volunteering, Patrick enjoys spending time outdoors,
reading, traveling and spending time with his loving wife, 2 children and their spouses (all of
whom are successful attorneys), and 4 wonderful grandchildren.

He believes that “If you have the good fortune as an attorney to be able to consolidate your
‘volunteer’ work with your regular fee producing work in a way that you don’t differentiate
between the two, and in a way that you can eagerly indulge in both, while simultaneously
being grateful for the profound effect that you can have on scores of people’s lives, then you
will be living a fine and rewarding life indeed!” Thank you, Patrick, for all you have contributed

to VLP!
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2024 DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDEE

Maegan Hurley accepted her first Volunteer Lawyer
Project case in 2016 and has been working on Chapter
7 Bankruptcy cases ever since. Maegan specializes in
bankruptcy and runs the program at Massachusetts
Debt Relief Foundation, which provides pro bono
chapter 7 bankruptcy to eligible individuals in
Massachusetts. There, she accepts cases from VLP and
helps many individuals in their legal journey. Hurley set
out to become a lawyer with the goal of helping those
who most need legal representation, and through her
work at MDFR and VLP, she has been able to reach that
goal and impact the lives of many deserving individuals.
Since starting volunteering at VLP, she has put in over
545.5 pro bono hours and has helped 95 bankruptcy
VI el Tl el clients discharge more than $2,636,511 in debt. She

the community.” shares that over the years, her clients have impacted
TP T oMl her as well and feels consistently amazed by their
resilience. Most are faced with one of the worst
experiences of their lives,” she shares, “and can work

hard with extremely limited financial resources to improve their financial well-
being and work towards their goals.” She shares that while her work provides
debt relief that can help clients with their monthly budgets, stop court actions,
and improve credit, she feels the biggest impact is made on their mental health
and overall happiness, transforming their lives for the better.

“l am very grateful for
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2024 DENIS MAGUIRE AWARDEE

“One of the biggest lessons |
have learned by volunteering
with VLP is how important it is

to give people an opportunity
to tell their story.”
-Julius Halstead, ESQ.

Since late 2019, Julius Halstead has been
involved in Volunteer Lawyer’s Project’s housing
work, serving as a lead or co- counsel for multiple
trials, and volunteering in the Appeals Clinic.
After graduating law school, Julius was excited to
delve into his legal journey and develop in private
practice. He has prioritized the opportunity to
spend time helping people who need it. For the
past 5 years, Julius has done just that- his hard
work and dedication have impacted the lives of
his clients, and their perspectives have influenced
his life in return. “VLP clients help me to keep
perspective on society as a whole and remind me
that people face very real problems every day.”
He shares, “While it can be taxing emotionally, |
remind myself that | have been afforded
knowledge and skills to try and help them, and
that’'s where my power is.”

Julius has not only helped his clients reach their goals in the court room, but also find their
voice and advocate for themselves, which he believes is the most important piece of his
work. He recalls a case he worked on where he was able to successfully aid a tenant in a
for- cause eviction bench trial; while the client and family were very thankful, what stood out
to him most was how important it was to give people a chance to tell their story. “As | reflect
on it, she really just needed someone to pass her the microphone, literally and figuratively,
to tell her story,” he shares. Julius continues to advocate for his clients and work with them
to achieve the best results. Julius is extremely honored to receive this award. We thank him

for his contributions to VLP!
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SPECIAL
THANKS

Presenting
Ropes & Gray LLP
Ontra

Platinum
WilmerHale

Gold

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and
Affiliates

Silver

Brown Rudnick LLP

Goodwin Procter LLP

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and
Popeo

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP

Bronze

Beth Israel Lahey Health
Foley Hoag LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
McCarter & English LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich
& Rosati Foundation

Small Business Supporters
Page Consulting LLC

Ekaru

Leonard, Mulherin, & Greene



SPECIAL APPRECIATION

VLP Board of Directors

William Roberts, Esq., Chair
Andrew H. Cohn, Esq., Chair
Christopher Clark, Esq., Vice-Chair
Hantzley Audate

Deborah Hill Bornheimer, Esq.
Cynthia Bell

Lee Myers Duncan

Brian Dunphy, Esq.

Richard Ferguson, CPA, Treasurer
Deeqo Jibril

Joseph M. Kaigler, Sr., Esq.

Sarah Kelly, Esq.
Daphne Lopes
Josephine McNeil, Esq.
Mary Moore

Dee Mullen

Jason H. Liss, Esq.

Michael J. Pappone, Esq.

Steven D. Pohl, Esq.
Suzanne Small
Albert W. Wallis, Esq.
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VLP STAFF

Joanna Allison, Esq.
Executive Director

April Jones
Director of Finance & Operations

Geraldine Gruvis-Pizarro, Esq.
Director of Pro Bono and Advocacy

Barbara Siegel, Esq.
Director of Compliance & Technology

Emelia Andres
Pro Bono Manager

Gloria Cabrera
Bilingual Intake Specialist

Darla Castano
Bilingual Bankruptcy and Consumer
Paralegal

Laura Castro Atehortua
Wills and Multi-Unit Paralegal

Rochelle Jones, Esq.
Housing and Appeals Supervising
Attorney

llene Klein, Esq.
Family Law and Guardianship
Part-Time Staff Attorney

Olivia Cella
Family Law and Guardianship
Bilingual Paralegal

Adrian Coss, Esq.
Housing and Bankruptcy Staff
Attorney

Natasha Lewis, Esq.
Call Center Supervising Attorney

Rafael Martin-Navas
Bilingual Intake Specialist

Lisa Marshall, Esq.
Housing and Appeals Staff Attorney

Elizabeth Mason, Esq.
Unemployment and Wage and Hour
Staff Attorney

Abigal McCourt, Esq.
Family Law and Guardianship Staff
Attorney

Chris Neighbours
Call Center Manager

Briana Saint Pierre
Intake Specialist
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VLP STAFF

Ellaina Sivo
Communications Coordinator

Auris Rosario
Bilingual Intake Specialist

Steve Russo, Esq.
DotHouse and Wills Staff Attorney

Yewellyn Sanchez
Senior Bilingual Intake Specialist

Shaiprice Vazquez
Landlord Bilingual Paralegal

Lurenne Velazquez Carrasquillo
Bilingual Intake Specialist

Aisling Walsh
Housing and Appeals Paralegal

Kevin Walsh, Esq.
Landlord Staff Attorney

Gabrielle Young
Employment and Consumer
Paralegal

llana Zeltser
Finance and Operations Manager
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Anna Allard
Joanna Allison
Margarita Ashton

Sarah Beigbeder Petty

Isaac Beke

Deborah Bornheimer

Alissa Birill

Caroline Brownworth
Christopher Clark
Andrew Cohn
Catherine Conneely
Jill Crockett

Gene Dahmen

Brian Dunphy
Katherine Dyson
Martin Fantozzi

Hon. Joan Feeney (Ret.)

Peter Fellman
Richard Ferguson

David and Vinita Ferrera

Henry Finch

Reg and Barbie Foster

Jill Fuchs

Brendan Furey

Bill Gabovitch
Michael Gaines
Susan Gedrick
Douglas Gooding
Aaron Gordon
Margarette Grandoit
Erin Higgins

Ingrid Hillinger

Susan Houston
Lisa Jacobson
Joseph Kaigler
Alexis Kaplan
Dede Ketover
Adam khan

Peter Kochansky
Mason Kortz
Martha Koster
Raymond
Kwasnick
Natasha Lewis
Nicole Lim

Jibran Malek
Anthony Martin
Richard McCarthy
Josephine McNeil
Alan Minuskin
Rostislav Molodyko
Timothy Murphy
Stephanie Neely
Mark Norton
Melissa O'Berg
Daniel Ossoff
Michael Pappone
Leslie Patton Susan
Pereira Sergey
Petrov Julia Peyton
Steven D. Ponhl
Scott Pomfret
Michael Ponsor
Mark Preble

Karen Quandt
Kenneth Reich

Lynne Riley
William Roberts
Ryan Rosenblatt
Stuart Rossman
Victoria Rothbaum
Deborah Rubin
Colin Rule

Mary Ryan

David Sacks
Ernest Sarason
Adriana Schick
Barbara Shiers
Amy Siegel
Barbara Siegel

J. Peter Sliker
Suzanne Small
Marilyn Smith
Jeremiah Spaulding
Bernadette Stark
Theodore Sterrett
Barbara Theberge
Sharon Toffler
Bruce Tribush
Laura Unflat
Martha Williams
Tamara Wolfson
Lynne Xerras
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THANK YOU TO OUR
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Danna Abrahim
James Adams
Astha Adhikary
Milosz Alberski
Rodi Alexiadis
Brianne Allan

John M. Allen
Samuel Allen
Benjamin Alter
Daniel Altshuller
Spenser Angel
Elizabeth Annerino
Christopher Arce
Joseph Archambeau
Frederick Arens
Steven Argentieri
Sav Arguello
Folake Atchade
Tristan Axelrod
Monique Aziza
Catalina Azuero
Alexandra Babkowski
Jessica Bachetti
Jessie Baek
Amanda Baird
Joshua Balkz
Millie Ball

Allie Band

Samuel Banker

Tugce Caglar
Emily Cain
Stephanie Calnan
Adam Camiel
Egan Cammack
Hayden Carlson
Frances Carney
DeMario Carswell
James Casiello
Robyn Casper
Eugenia Cecala
Gerard Cedrone
Pavel Y. Bespalko
Ritika Bhakbhri
Stephanie Biggs
Rose Billeci
Felicia Binkis
Erin Boisvert
Cecilia Bole
James Bor-Zale
Kevin Boyle
Kacie Brinkman
Matt Brooks
Eileen Brophy
Jasmine Brown
Courtney Brunson
Colin Bunnell
Harper Burke
Julian Burlando
Jason Burrell
Debora Caggiano
Tugce Caglar

Emily Cain
Stephanie Calnan
Adam Camiel
Egan Cammack
Hayden Carlson
Frances Carney
DeMario Carswell
James Casiello
Robyn Casper
Eugenia Cecala
Gerard Cedrone
Daibik Chakraborty
Vineet Chandra
Jooyoon Chang
Joy Chen

Diana Chiang
Chen-Ya Chiu
Catherine Choi
Adriana Christianson
Colin Churchill
Miryam Cissero
Edwina Clarke
Madison Clausius
Erin Claywell
Mitchell Clough
Dana Cohen

Max Colice
Kathleen Conley
Alexandra Conn
Brett Corson
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THANK YOU TO OUR
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Ramen Costa
Jennifer Cullinane
William Currie
Nick Curry
Anthony Czar
Alyssa Daigneault
Patrick J. Daly
Afra Danai
Phoebe Dantoin
Eric Davey

Sarah Davis
Lucus Debarros
Erika Dennery
Atakelti Desta
Andrew Devore
Tyler Dibrino

Jaiy Dickson
Carolyn Diviacchi
Phuc Do

Grace Dodig
Brendan Doherty
Taylor Donahoe
Raymond Dougan
Anne Marie Duffy
Stuart V.C. Duncan
Smith

Marjorie Dunlap
Brianna Duseau
Shari Dwoskin
Christian Eckel
Fatima EImansy

Matthew Engellenner
Camille Ertel William
Evans

Talia Favale

AJ Febles

Peter Fellman
Casandra Ferrante
Krista Ferrante
Curran

David Ferrera
Matthew Feuerman
Daniel Fine

Kevin Finnegan
Christopher Fitzgerald
Deanna Barkett
FitzGerald

Brian Fleming
James Flynn

Michael Foley

Sean Foley

Matthew fooksman
Annamarie Catherine
Forestiere

William (Trip)
Franzese

Caitlyn Freedman
Jillian Friedmann
Michael Gaines

Kyle Garry

Kristin Garvin Hannah

Gelbort Wayne George
Tehya Gerbino
Louisa Gibbs

Jack Gilligan

Philip Gindi

Caitlin Glynn
Benjamin Golden
Samuel Goldsmith
Andrew Goldstein
Noah Goldstein
Parv Gondalia
Rebecca Gonzales-
Rivas

Cody Goodwin
Aaron Gordon

Mike Gorman

Molly Gorman
Andrew Gourley
Laura Gradel
Robert B. Graham
Adam Grandy

Eliza Green
Anastasia Greenberg
Benjamin Greene
Steven Greenzang
Abigail Gregor
Collin Grier

Jason Grimes
Michael Guarino

Yu Guo 20

Elizabeth Gupta
Julius Halstead



THANK YOU TO OUR
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Shaun Hannafin
Katelynn Hannum
Elese Hanson
Cassian Harman
Martha Harrison
Stephanie Hartford
Jill Havens
Rebecca Hayes
Christopher Herbert
Haley Hills

Craig Hilts
Adwoa Hinson
Jordan Hirsch
Emily Holt
Michael Horowitz
Philip Howe
Tarae Howell

Ye Huang

Julie Huber
Paige Huggins
Carolyn Hunt
Katherine Hurley
Maegan Hurley
Matthew Hursh
John llardo

W. Matthew ller Jr.
Shilpa lyyer
Nathan Jacobs
Aric Jain

Maxwell James
John Jameson

Joseph Jannetty
Benjamin Jiang
Cathryn Johns
Chris Jones
Courtney Jones
Michael Jones
Sharon V. Jones
Jake Kalina
Yearam Kang
Alexis Kaplan
Taylore Karpa
Schollard
Matthew Karpinski
Alexander Kasnetz
Emma Kaufman
Dania Keller
Brendan Kelley
Joseph Kent
Keith Kessinger |
Anne Kim

Erica Kim
Timothy Kim
Lauren Kimmel
Laura Kirshenbaum
Akindele Kitwana
Andrew Kliewer
Stuart Knight
William Koch
Pamela S. Kogut
Agnes Kolbeck

Jeffrey Korn
Mason Kortz

Ryan Kramer
Simon Kress
Olivia Kwon
Thomas Lagrow
Afsha Lakdawala-
Chowdhury
Christina Lam
Terrance Lanier
Anthony LaPlaca
Natalie LaRue
Donald R. Lassman
Caroline Lawrence
Audrey Lee
Connie Lee

Sara Leichtman
Christian Leo
Kathryn Leonard
Laura Lerner
Daniel Li

Jie Li

John Liberty
Rebecca Lilley
Tristan Lim
Jessica Lisak
Sarah Litwin
Camille Loftin
Catherine Lombardo
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Sara Lonks Wong
Alex Loomis
Carlos Loredo
Hailey Lovett
Sarah Lowe
Alexandra Lu

Jiali Lu

Yu Lu

Carolyn Lye
Cathy MacGilvray
Eunice Machado
Pais

Ross MacPherson
Orna Madigan
David Madoff
Rima Mahmoud
Meagan Maillet
Sergio Marin
Petros
Markopoulos
George Marlette
Dominic Massa
Abeer Massri
Brian McCabe
Diane McCabe
Ryan McCaffrey
Henry McDonald
Kathleen McGrath
Kristin McGurn
Lia Mclnerney

THANK YOU TO OUR
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Laura MclJilton
Conor McNulty
Melissa McWhinney
Rachel Medara
Raffi Melanson
Michael Meleka
Dawn Mertineit
Emily Miller

Ariana Mirzakashani
Enuamaka Mkparu
David Mlaver
loana Moldovan
Mia Monserrate
Evelyn Venables
Moreno

Brittany Morgan
Rachel Moroknek
John Morrissey
Ryan Moser
Joanne Moses
Vijay Moses
Malgorzata Mrozek
Ishika Mukherjee
Paul Mumma
Daniel Murphy
Justin Murphy
Allison Myers
Adam Naddaff-
Slocum

Yavor Nechev
Mitchell Neider
Elisha Neuner
Kate E. Nicholson
James Nikrafter
Nazish Nomani
Maura Noone
Cayla Nyante-
Brown

Chris O'Brien
Michelle O'Brien
Patrick O'Brien
Shannon O'Connor
Abbye Ognibene
Melih Okan
Francis X. Olivieri
Jason Ottomano
Janine Pare
Japera Parker
Alisha Patel
Nadav Pearl
Anyela Perez
Kevin Perron
Sarah Petty
Julia C. Peyton
Eric Pfaulth

Lara Pillay
Steven D. Pohl
Matthew Porcelli
Mark Poston
Mark Preble
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THANK YOU TO OUR
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Cassandra Prince
Nidhi Shah
Timothy Shea
Matthew Sheldon
Hannah Shepherd
Oliver Shirley
Yana Shneyderman
Sarah Shtessel
Tali Shulman
Mark Sibold

Etty Singer
Michael Sitcawich
Alexandra Slavet
Anna Smith

Brian Snell

Aaron Snyder
Kayla Snyder
Rahim Sohani
Eunice Sohn
Sharyn T. Sooho
Matthew Sorenson
Willam Spinola
Julia Sternman
Katherine
Stevenson
Michael Stewart
Charlotte Stewart-
Sloan

Gabrielle Strasser
Steven R. Striffler

Kelsey Sullivan
Xiaowei Sun

Kyle Sutton
Sawyer Swarek
Penelope Sweeney
Michael Szkodzinski
Kevin Tagliaferri
Rohini Tashima
Ross Taylor
Michael Tejada
William Templeton
Sylvia Tenkorang-
Kontoh

Sydney Thomas
Kristin Thurbide
Aubrey Ticer
Brandt Tierney
Sharon L. Toffler
Tiffany Tomsik
Stephanie Toribio
Chelsea Torres
Zachary Trombly
Allison Trumbull
Julianne Turner
Mike Turner
Justin Twigg
Laura Unflat
Calvin Utter
William Valletta
Andrew Varshavsky
Carissa Viera
Alexander Vivona
Adrienne Walker

Daniel Ward
Connor Werth
Emily Whelan
Emily Wilkinson
Daniel Willey
Lauriane Williams
Jane Willis
Dallin Wilson
Johanna Wise
Jared Wimberly
Christopher Wingard
Monika Wirtz
Samuel Wizon
Evan Wolk
Francis Won
Helena Victoria
Wong

Laura Wood
Mikaela Wood
Daniel Wulff
Wei Xiao

Cheal Jun (CJ)
Yang Yaqghubi
Elizabeth Ybarra
Crean

Camille Youngblood
Brian Yuen
Jianing Zhang
Zeyan Zhang
Wenqing Zhao
Jiahang Zhou
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THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED
MLAO VOLUNTEERS

Alan Pransky
Anthony Czar
Armand Santaniello
Barbara Oro

Brian Reichart
Carol Agate
Caroline McKeon
Courtney Herndon
Douglas McCormac
Gary Murtagh
Harry Margolis
Jack Quinn

Jaime Genua
Jean Zeiler

Julie Shields
Kathryn von
Schoeler

Keith Langer
Kristen Whittle
Lisa Schwartz
Lisa Bernt
Maureen Pachucki
Meg Rehrauer
Melanie Bellini
Nicholas Stabile
Paul Schack

Pavel Bespalko
Peter Benjamin
Peter Fellman
Rebecca
Ginzburg Robert
Lynch

Sara Curley
Stephanie
Goldenhersh
Thomas
Callaghan Tim
Rennie

Travis Jorgensen
William Elwell
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